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MEMORANDUM 

 

October 23, 2013 

 

 

TO: Tribal Health Clients 

 

FROM: Hobbs, Straus, Dean & Walker LLP  

 

Re:  Indian Health Service Conference Call for Tribal Leaders on IHS 

Operations Now that the Government Shutdown has Ended 

 

We report on the October 21, 2013, conference call hosted by Indian Health Service 

(IHS) Director Yvette Roubideaux regarding the status of IHS and tribal operations now 

that the partial government shutdown has ended and that Congress has enacted a FY 2014 

Continuing Resolution (CR), PL 113-46, which will fund the federal government through 

January 15, 2014. 

 

 Dr. Roubideaux reported that the IHS is working to establish normal operations 

following the 16-day partial government shutdown.  Some time will be needed to set new 

time frames for previously established deadlines and meetings, but some such decisions 

have been made.  

 

 The budget formulation process will be delayed by a couple weeks.  

 Dr. Roubideaux will be unable to attend the USET meeting next week due to a 

required Department-wide meeting with the Secretary.   

 The Self-Governance Committee will meet next week as scheduled.   

 The IHS Virtual Tribal Consultation Summit has been re-scheduled for November 

4-5, with a focus on budget matters on November 5.   

 The IHS Director Awards are now scheduled for November 18. 

 

 Getting funding distributed to tribes under the CR is the priority.  The CR 

period—October 1, 2013 through January 15, 2014 – represents 29.23% of the FY 2013 

post-sequestration level and that is the amount to be distributed.  OMB issued automatic 

funding allotments to Area Offices on October 18 who are now in the process of 

confirming the exact amount of each Self-Determination Act agreement.  Estimates are 

that it will take fifteen (15) calendar days to distribute Title I funds and ten (10) calendar 

days to distribute Title V funds. 
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 The paychecks for this Friday, October 25, 2013, will reflect retroactive pay for 

furloughed employees. 

 

 In response to questions about possible sequestration of funds come mid-January, 

the response is that they do not know what the newly formed Congressional budget 

committee will recommend (December 13, 2013 is the deadline for their 

recommendation), nor what action Congress will take on it.  Dr. Roubideaux encouraged 

participants to manage their budgets conservatively in this time of uncertainty. 

 

 Please contact Geoff Strommer (gstrommer@hobbsstraus.com or 503-242-1745), 

Elliott Milhollin (emilhollin@hobbsstraus.com or 202-822-8282), or Karen Funk 

(kfunk@hobbsstraus.com or 202-822-8282) if we may provide additional information on 

IHS activities during the period of the Continuing Resolution. 
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